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Note: A list of others present and a copy of materials distributed in the meeting are on file in the Office
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1. Committee Business - Cochair Evan Olsen called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  He
introduced Darrell Mensel, a new appointee to the commission. 

MOTION:  Mr. Don Christiansen moved to approve the minutes of September 14, 1997,
with the clarification that the study before the commission is to consider whether the remaining
block of Central Utah Project (CUP) water should be allocated to southern Utah County and Juab
County or redirected elsewhere.  The motion passed unanimously.

Cochair Leonard Blackham suggested a format for the next meeting.  He proposed to
receive testimony on and discuss the CUP water allocation issue so the commission can make a
report to the Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Environment Interim Committee.

2. Allocation of Central Utah Project Waters - Mr. Larry Anderson, Division of Water
Resources, explained the executive director of the Department of Natural Resources was asked to
form a committee and advise the governor on where the remaining CUP water should go.  The
committee has not made a decision yet.  It will likely make a recommendation to the governor
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before the scoping process next spring.  Mr. Anderson reviewed the committee's draft report on
the water allocation issue.  The report was provided to members of the commission.  

Mr. Anderson discussed: 1) the scope and history of the Central Utah Project; 2)
agricultural water requirements in southern Utah County and Juab County; 3) the municipal and
industrial water demand in southern Utah County and Juab County; 4) a preliminary legal analysis
of the Central Utah Project Completion Act by the Utah Attorney General; and 5) potential uses
of the remaining block of CUP water.

Ms. Gochnour explained how population estimates are made.  She noted that it is difficult
to predict population in Juab County, a perimeter county of the rapidly growing Wasatch Front. 
She added that there does not appear to be constraints to growth in Salt Lake County and Utah
County through 2050, because northern Utah County still has a lot of land and is an attractive
place to live. 

Mr. Anderson noted the committee still does not have data on how different water
allocation proposals affect the water quality of Utah Lake.   Ms. Dianne Nielson stated the lake's
water quality standard is a state standard based on agricultural uses of the water.

Mr. Mensel stated the cost allocation question is a very important issue that should be
resolved.  The potential cost impact of converting CUP water from agricultural uses to municipal
and industrial uses should be known, whether that conversion takes place in the short term or later
in time.

Mr. Lee Wimmer, Central Utah Water Conservancy District, explained that the planning
process for a Utah Lake Drainage Basin project will take three to five years.

Mr. Christiansen said the previous planning process was halted, because the purpose and
need of the project could not be demonstrated.  The Strawberry Water Users Association
declared their intention to sell their water for municipal and industrial water uses and to replace
that water with water from the Spanish Fork/Nephi (SFN) project.

Cochair Blackham indicated that the state has appropriated $3 million annually to the CUP
mitigation fund with the understanding that water would be delivered to southern Utah County
and Juab County.  

MOTION:  Mr. Haws moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:10 p.m.  The motion passed
unanimously.


